Journal of Endowment & Charity Studies
E-ISSN: 3115-7475

Vol.1, Issue.1, No.1, 2023, pp 49-66

Received: 14/09/2022  Accepted: 26/11/2022

¢
o,
iy of 1Y

\S

https://ecs.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en

Research Paper
Wagqf (endowment) and participation in popular governance

Mansour Mirahamdi*
Professor, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Economics and Political Science, Shahid Beheshti
University, Tehran, Iran

M_mirahmadi@sbu.ac.ir

Introduction

The research on Wagf (endowment) has a long history, especially from a jurisprudential and sociological point of view.
However, so far, the relationship of waqgf with governance has not been addressed. What is of great importance is the
analysis of the conceptual and structural capacities of wagf for the realization of popular governance. In this regard, the
question of these capacities for the transition from non-popular governance to popular governance seems to be
fundamental. In response to this question, this article investigates the claim that Waqf has a suitable conceptual and
structural capacity for this transition. Waqgf has a suitable capacity for the formation and promotion of popular governance,
both in terms of the related conceptual words and jurisprudential arguments related to it, as well as in terms of dense
historical experience in its structure and how to administer it.

Referring to jurisprudential and non-jurisprudential texts and sources about wagf, the author describes the concepts
and teachings related to it, and finally analyzes the conceptual and structural capacity of it for the popularization of
governance. This analysis is necessarily within the framework of Islamic and structural waqf regulations and considers
these regulations as the premise of its analysis. In this regard, after referring to the concepts that make up the conceptual
framework of the article and explaining the methodological model, first, the capacity of wagf in proving the right of
people's participation in governance, then its capacity in developing people's participation in governance, and finally its
capacity in continuing people's participation in governance will be reviewed.

Research Methodology

Explaining the relationship of wagf with popular governance requires a suitable method that can explain the ratio of the
two by extracting the conceptual capacity of waqgf. Hence, a descriptive-analytical method is used in this article. For this
reason, relying on reports and research about waqf, the article analyzed the concept of waqf to explain its relationship
with popular governance. The mentioned method has highlighted the importance of the concept of participation as an
intermediate concept through which it has explained the meaningful relationship between waqf and popular governance.
Therefore, in this article, waqgf is considered an independent variable and popular governance a dependent variable, and
the impact of wagf on governance is investigated through the intermediary variable of participation.
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Research Findings

1. Popularity of governance entails the right of people to participate, and thus, the concept of wagf from a religious point
of view leads to the generation of people's right to participate in governance. In fact, by using the conceptual capacity of
wagqf, it is possible to argue about the participatory nature of governance and conclude that waqgf can propose the
theoretical foundations necessary to move from non-popular governance to popular governance.

2. With the development of people's participation through wagf, the position and role of the people in the realization of
social justice are strengthened, and as a result, their position and role in governance are enhanced. In this case, wagf
becomes one of the most important factors in the popularization of governance.

3. The proposal of this article is the model of people's participation, based on which the organization of wagf and charity
affairs should be placed in the position of policy-making and monitoring and create several managerial and executive
models in the administration of waqgf. From this point of view, as under the supervision of this organization, natural
persons undertake the management of endowments as wagqifs and trustees, this organization can create the basis for the
realization of the people's participation model in the matter of wagf, and in this way, the continuation of people's
participation in the wagf will happen.

Discussion and conclusion

People, as the owners of governance, have common rights in the matter of governance, and as a result, the ruler is only
placed in the position of trustee or custodian of the waqf. Therefore, the ruler cannot have a proprietary possession in the
matter of governance, because such a possession causes the rule to become tyrannical, which is against the teachings of
religion. The result of such a perception is to prove the right of people to participate. The popularity of governance entails
the right of people’s participation, and thus, the concept of waqf from a religious point of view leads to the generation of
people’'s right to participate in governance.

Also, according to the new needs, the development of the wagf area can develop the area of popular participation.
Currently, the development of people's participation in the matter of waqf requires the development of waqf expenditures
in the fields of education, culture, welfare, economy, health, etc. What, however, seems necessary, is the prioritization of
wagf expenses according to the main needs of society. From this point of view, it seems that "social justice" is one of
these priorities that the capacity of waqgf can be used to realize and thus help popularize governance. This connection
seems clear from this point that social security leads to the general authority of the society, thus governance becomes
efficient.

And finally, the history of Waqf has such a capacity that it is possible to rely on it to ensure the continuation of popular
participation in governance. As long as people and popular institutions are the main trustees of waqgf in various public
areas of society, governance will enjoy the nature of the people. Meanwhile, the role of governments will not be to take
over the wagf but to facilitate people’s participation in it. Through waqf, people can play a role in many public affairs of
society as a partner of the government in the matter of governance

Based on this, it can be concluded that Waqf, both conceptually and structurally, has a suitable capacity for popularizing
governance. Waqgf has a popular character and entrusting at least a part of it to the people can play a significant role in
popularizing governance.
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Wagf => supervision of waqf => Generating the right of people's participation =>

Establishment of popular governance

Graf 1. Waqf and the right of people's participation
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Wagf :> Promotion of popular governance => Multiplicity of wagf => Development of
people's participation => Realization of social justice => Promotion of popular governance

Graf 2. Waqgf and development of public participation
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Wagf :> Institutional independence of Wagqf :> Model of popular participation :>

Continuation of popular participation :> stability of popular governance

Graf 3. Wagf and continuation of popular participation
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